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IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 

‘ASHES’ are Human Remains:  Cremated remains – often called ‘ashes’ - should always be stored 
securely, and handled and treated with dignity and respect because they are, in fact, human remains.  As 
a rule of thumb the total contents of a cremation urn will be comprised of 90% skeletal fragments 
(reduced mechanically for placement in the urn) and the balance of material will be ‘ash’ from the 
container or casket the remains were in when the cremation took place. 
 

RESPONSIBILITY:  Following cremation, and under the law, the legal representative of a deceased – 
normally a family member - is required to make a decision regarding the final disposition of the cremated 
remains in their care or to personally take possession of them. 
 

PERMANENT, PROTECTED DISPOSITON:  When a family chooses to entrust cremated remains to our 
care, Royal Oak Burial Park, as required by law, will; 

¶ Create a permanent record containing information about the deceased and how the cremated 
remains were dealt with – scattering or burial – at the Burial Park; 

¶ Develop, protect and maintain every site where the cremated remains are scattered or buried; 

¶ In Perpetuity - retain all of its records and maintain every interment, scattering and memorial 
site along with the grounds of the cemetery     

    

CREMATION REMEMBRANCE 

Royal Oak Burial Park offers numerous options to facilitate the final disposition of cremated remains.  
Many of these options are outlined in this document.  If you would like to discuss any of these services in 
more detail please do not hesitate to contact the Burial Park office. 
 

IN-GROUND BURIAL of CREMATED REMAINS 

There are numerous in-ground burial options for cremated remains.  These include cremation lots in 
dedicated cremation burial gardens, fractional graves located in older sections of the cemetery or burial 
into an existing family plot where a casket interment has taken place.  
 

The Cremation Terraces, the newest cremation gardens in the Burial Park, are located at Section T.  Each 
of the Terraces has lots for 1 or 2 people, lots for smaller families of up to 4 people, corner estates that 
permit 8 cremation interments and Ossuary Vessel estates that can accommodate communal interment 
of up to 14 family members.  The Ossuary Vessel estates are unique to Royal Oak Burial Park and can 
easily accommodate a family’s cremation interment needs over a number of generations.  
 

The Garden of Remembrance is located adjacent to the Garden Chapel near the Burial Park entrance. 
Each lot in this Garden is designed for a single interment.  The cremated remains are interred into a 
concrete vault and then a granite or bronze tablet, with personalized memorial inscription, forms the lid 
of the vault.  Interments in the Garden cannot be completed until such time as the tablet has been 
ordered, received and prepared for installation.  When this option is selected it is important to note that 
the size of the urn to be interred is limited to the inside dimensions of the vault. 
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‘Fraction’ Cremation Graves are located at sites deemed unsuitable for a casket interment but readily 
adaptable for cremation interment.  These individual and companion cremation graves are located in 
many sections throughout the Burial Park.  ‘Fraction’ lots allow some flexibility for the size and type of 
marker placed on the grave and also allow for the optional use of protective burial vaults.    
 

Burial of cremated remains in an existing grave is permitted where a traditional casket interment has 
already occurred. The cremated remains of 2 people may be buried in this scenario and additional 
markers may be placed on the grave for each interment.  People requesting this type of interment must 
provide proof of their relationship to the existing interred deceased and their authority to use these 
secondary interment privileges. 
 

Conventional graves and mausoleum crypts designed for casket burial may be purchased and  
used solely for cremation interments by one family.  Because these lots are larger in size  

they can be used for the interment of the cremated remains of up to 3 people. 

 
COLUMBARIUM NICHES for CREMATED REMAINS 
 

There are 2 locations within the Burial Park that have niches for cremated remains.   
 

The Royal Oak Mausoleum, located at the south end of the Terraces at section T, has two indoor 
columbarium rooms.  Unique to Victoria, these columbaria feature glass front niches that accommodate 
individual, companion or family groupings of urns and each niche has a small flower vase attached to its 
face.  The mausoleum is secure, dry and climate controlled, ensuring families have a comfortable, 
peaceful environment for visiting on a year round basis.  Urns for a mausoleum niche must be made of a 
durable, permanent material. Mausoleum niche interment is affordable and, in fact, can be less costly 
than some of the Burial Park’s other cremation interment options. 

The Cremation Terraces, located just north of the mausoleum at section T, have columbaria uniquely 
designed for Royal Oak Burial Park.  Stone paved areas feature a grouping of columbaria units. Like the 
mausoleum these niches can accommodate individual, companion or family groupings of urns.  There are 
also 2 family estate columbaria at the Terraces that are designed for multi-generational use 
accommodating up to 16 interments for a single family.  Except for size limitations, there are no 
restrictions on the type of urn that can be placed in the outdoor niches at the Burial Park.   

The Columbarium Grove, located at the south end of section M, is an older columbaria development that 
is almost fully utilized or reserved for future interment.  Niches located here can accommodate 
individual, companion or family groupings of urns. A limited number of niches remain available for 
selection in this area.  
 

There are many sites located throughout the Burial Park that can be adapted for the placement of 
individual, private family cremation niche memorials.  These can be in the form of  
niche benches, niche boulders or pillars, or other highly customized monuments. 

We welcome inquiries about this option. 
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SCATTERING CREMATED REMAINS 
 
Scattering of cremated remains is permanent and irreversible.  Scattering performed outside of a 
licensed cemetery can deny a family of a permanent genealogical record of the deceased that contains 
the scattering location and may deny access to and protection of the site where the scattering occurred.  
For these reasons we always advise against scattering at a location other than in a licensed cemetery.  
There are no provincial laws in BC that prohibit scattering but it is prudent to consider the irreversible 
consequences of disposing of cremated remains in this manner.   
 
The Burial Park has a number of scattering options within the Burial Park that include permanent 
memorialization.   
 
Green Burial Scattering, performed in the Woodlands Green Burial section of the Burial Park this simple 
scattering is done at various locations around the perimeter of the site.  For Woodlands scattering about 
5mm of top soil is pulled back on a small area of ground, the cremated remains are scattered in the 
cleared are and then the topsoil is placed on the scattering site.  Family members can participate in this 
type of scattering service.  After the scattering, local, indigenous ground cover and plant materials are 
left unchecked to overgrow the site.  People having this type of scattering have the option to add a 
simple memorial inscription to one of the communal memorial boulders in the Woodlands.   
 
The Memorial Woods, in the Columbarium Grove at the south end of section M, is a unique setting for 
cremation memorialization.  A footpath meanders through a natural site featuring large stands of 
mature trees.  Depending on the location selected, lots allow for the memorialization of up to eight (8) 
persons.  Cremated remains memorialized on the path can be scattered beneath the surface of the lot 
itself, placed into the nearby underground ossuary or interred into a private niche or memorial boulder.  
There are many products available for this very personal form of memorialization, including boulder 
memorials, granite niche benches, pillow markers and highly customized, artisan created memorials.    
 
Book of Remembrance, also situated in the Columbarium Grove at the south end of Section M, the Book 
of Remembrance provides for scattering of the cremated remains in a secure underground ossuary at the 
base of the book or in a designated scattering area of the Burial Park. A bronze memorial plaque with 
inscription is attached to the granite memorial book.  
 
Garden of Remembrance Memorial Wall, situated near the Garden Chapel, the Memorial Wall provides 
for scattering of the cremated remains in the woods above the wall and a bronze memorial plaque with 
simple inscription is attached to the individual bricks which make up the memorial wall.  
 
Memorial Planting Program, in locations throughout the Burial Park, people who have a scattering can 
dedicate a memorial rose, rhodo, existing or a new tree.  Granite plaques with simple memorial 
inscriptions are placed in front of the plant or at the base of a dedicated tree.  This program is subject to 
limited availability based on demand and having suitable locations of existing plants or sites for 
proposed new plantings.  
 

The Burial Park scattering memorial options are available to every cremation family who has had a 
scattering service, even if the scattering was conducted at a location other than the Burial Park. 
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COMMUNITY OWNED & NOT FOR PROFIT 
 
Royal Oak Burial Park was founded by the City of Victoria and the District of Saanich in 1923.  The Burial 
Park is operated by the municipally appointed Board of Cemetery Trustees of Greater Victoria, a 
registered, not for profit corporation.  Burial Park development, operations and maintenance are 100% 
self-funded solely through the fees charged for goods and services.  The cemetery does not receive any 
tax payer subsidy from either stakeholder municipality. 
 
VISIT OR CONTACT US 
 
The Burial Park is located in the Royal Oak / Broadmead area of Saanich.  Our street location and mailing 
address is: 
 

Royal Oak Burial Park 
4673 Falaise Drive 
Victoria BC  V8Y 1B4 

 
Our phone and fax number are: 
 

Phone:   250.658.5621 
Fax: 250.658.8511 

 
Our website has a large amount of information, printable price lists and other documents online.  Please 
visit our website at: 

 
www.robp.ca 
 
www.greenburialvictoria.com  

 
Our general information email address is: 
 

info@robp.ca 
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